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SUMMARY : !

The Electrical Section of NFPA met Monday - Wednesday.
Group discussions took place following presentations by each of
the 20 code-making panel chairman of the National Electrical Code
(NEC) Committee regarding significant changes proposed for the
1996 edition of the NEC. Several proposals were put forth for
consideration as Electrical Section positions to be supported



when the new code came before the NFPA membership at the
Technical Committee Report Session which began on Thursday. None
of the proposals to the Electrical Section impacted any of the
NEC revisions supported by the CPSC staff. CPSC staff had
supported revisions affecting GFCI requirements for backyard boat
hoists, heat tape protection, spas ‘and hot tubs, and faster-
acting circuit breakers.

The NFPA Technical Committee Report session to cover NFPA
70, the National Electrical Code, began on Thursday. The 1996
National Electrical Code was adopted by the NFPA membership at
the session. The new code includes some safety improvements
which will benefit consumer safety. The new edition alsoc retains
important provisions submitted and supported by CPSC in the past.
One significant new safety improvement was a change in the code
that will no longer permit the frames of ranges and clothes
dryers to be grounded to the grounded (neutral) conductor of the
branch circuit for new installations. This will necessitate a 4-
wire hook-up instead of the 3-wire, 120/240 volt hook-up. This
change will permit new concepts like whole-house GFCI protection
without appliances like ranges or clothes dryers causing nuisance
trips.

The 1996 NEC will not include two revisions submitted by the
CPSC staff. Instead, further consideration of these proposed
changes was delayed until the next code cycle. One of these
issues is GFCI protection for electrically powered backyard boat
hoists; the other is GFCI protection for the receptacle outlet
intended for use with heat tape (pipe-heating cable).

Another issue of interest to CPSC wag a proposal to require
faster acting circuit breakers in residences. This was the
proposal of the Electronic Industries Association. CPSC staff
supported this proposal and provided written comments. Faster
acting circuit breakers could prevent electrical fires in
existing homes as a cost-effective safety step. This proposal
was not accepted during this curremt cycle. The code-making
panel indicated that there was insufficient evidence that a
change was warranted at thig time.



